Harare Zimbabwe Temple Facts

Address: 65 Enterprise Road
Harare, Zimbabwe

Temple Announced: April 3, 2016

Groundbreaking: Dec. 12, 2020

Public Open House: Jan. 22-Feb. 7, 2026
Dedication: March 1, 2026

Property Size: 6.7 acres

Building Size: 1,602.3 square meters
Building Height: 31.5 meters
Architect: Paton Taylor Architects
Interior Design: Paton Taylor Architects

Contractor: Rio Douro Construction

EXTERIOR FEATURES

BUILDING: The building shell is constructed of cast-
in-place concrete with concrete block infill walls. The
exterior is clad with Corobrik Golden Wheat Travertine
face brick and precast concrete trim and parapets.

EXTERIOR ART GLASS: The art glass is designed by
Paton Taylor Architects in conjunction with Fanus
Boshoff. It's a geometric-style pattern and includes a
floral motif to represent the national flower, the flame
lily. The coloring is pulled from that of native flora and
complements the landscaping.

LANDSCAPING: This temple's landscape features hardy,
locally sourced plants to ensure long-term succession.
Feather duster and jacaranda trees line the approach,
creating a picturesque and memorable entrance. The
landscape design is by Uys & White.

FENCE AND WALKWAYS: All fencing and all vehicular
and pedestrian entrance gates are galvanized mild steel
palisade, finished with an epoxy powder coat.

DESIGN MOTIFS: The exterior design is based on simple
triangular forms found in the architecture and indige-
nous culture of Zimbabwe.

INTERIOR FEATURES

CARPET: The carpets are rendered in neutral tones,
complementing the patterns found in the art glass. The
sculpted carpet design thoughtfully integrates both
geometric elements and floral motifs also inspired by
the art glass.

RUGS: The floral motifs in the entry rug feature flowers
native to Harare, including the flame lily, Aloe ballii,
Yoruban bologi, African lettuce, terracotta gazania,
Aspilia mossambicensis and Wentzel's sugarbush.

STONE FLOORING: Hard surface flooring throughout
the temple consists of porcelain tile, paired with Sultan
Beige stone baseboards and countertops sourced from
Turkey. Accent stones in shades of green and deeper tan
add visual interest and warmth to the overall palette.



DECORATIVE PAINTING: The decorative painting,
designed by Paton Taylor Architects, draws inspiration
from the geometric and diamond petal patterns found
in the art glass. These designs subtly echo forms of
local flora and fauna, including Zimbabwe's national
flower, the flame lily. The color palette also reflects

the natural hues of the region’s landscape, creating a
cohesive and culturally resonant aesthetic throughout
the space.

INTERIOR ART GLASS: Art glass located at interior
doors is the same design as the exterior glass in both
clear and textured variants. Glass was fabricated by
Paton Taylor Architects in coordination with Fanus
Boshoff.

MILLWORK: Decorative millwork is located at the
recommend desk; in the screen wall, altar, pews and
proscenium in the instruction rooms; and in the altars
in sealing rooms. The patterns are geometric designs
with diamond veneers that repeat the patterns from
the art glass.

FONT RAILINGS: The font railings’ design is simple to
match the simplicity of the architecture.

DOORS AND HARDWARE: The hardware's style

matches the style of the rest of the building. The finish
is a bronze-brass mix used throughout the temple and
a French gold finish in the sealing and celestial rooms.

CEILINGS: The ceiling is made of drywall, plaster and
acoustic tiles. Crown molding is painted solid wood,
with concealed lighting in the sealing and celestial
rooms to cast a soft glow onto the ceiling.

WALLS: Walls are painted finishes, with porcelain tiles
used in the restrooms and service rooms.

ARTWORK: Original artwork used in the interior
includes “Sua Pan Grasslands Botswana,” “Dusty
Elephants, Sapi River” and "Boni Buffs” by Paul
Augustinus. There are approximately 45 total art
pieces throughout the temple, focusing on the Saviour
Jesus Christ and the Creation.
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History of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints in Zimbabwe

Members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints strive to follow the Savior Jesus Christ's
example in their everyday lives. Since the Church'’s
quiet adoption in Southern Rhodesia — now
Zimbabwe — members’ optimistic faith and service to
others have drawn thousands to join with them.

One of the earliest to join, Peter L. Stoman, traveled
from his home in Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia,

to Cape Town in 1922 to be baptized. Peter and
Elizabeth DuPlooy also learned about the Church
and were baptized in South Africa. And Walter and
Cecelia Jubber moved from South Africa to Southern
Rhodesia, where, in 1928, their two sons, William and
Walter, were the first people baptized in that country.

Missionaries served in Southern Rhodesia on tempo-
rary assignments from 1930 to 1935. They organized
the first branch near Shangani in late 1931, with
Walter Jubber as president and his son William as
first counselor.

In 1950, missionaries received official permission
from Southern Rhodesian officials to live and work
there. Eight missionaries were assigned to serve in
Salisbury and Bulawayo. Their first convert, Hugh
Henry Hodgkiss, was baptized on Feb. 1, 1951.

In the early days, Church members met in rented

or borrowed spaces. A program to build permanent
meeting places started in 1960, relying heavily on local
fundraising. Members held bake sales, talent contests,
braaivleis (barbecues), handiwork sales, and even a
rodeo roundup.

By 1962, more than 250 people worshipped in thriving
branches in Salisbury, Bulawayo and other locations.
By 1964, modest buildings had been completed in
Bulawayo and Salisbury.

Recognizing the positive influence of the Church and
its people, the government of Southern Rhodesia
granted official registration in 1963.

The nearest temple at that time was in London, and
Church members incurred significant travel expenses
to participate in sacred ceremonies there. But many
felt it was worth the expense to be sealed to their

families for eternity. Excursions to temples continued
for decades.

During times of hardship, Church members living the
gospel of Jesus Christ continued to bless their neigh-
bors. They raised funds for a community Christmas
charity. They preserved vital civil records on micro-
film, completing 2,000 rolls by 1978. Seminaries and
institutes of religion, the Church's religious education
programs for youth, were introduced in multiple
locations beginning in 1974. That same year, the
performing group BYU Sounds entertained thousands
in venues throughout Rhodesia, raising funds for
victims of the civil war.

In August 1985, the Johannesburg South Africa Temple
was dedicated, making it easier for members in
Zimbabwe to participate in temple ordinances. After
one excursion by bus from Harare, Zimbabwe, Sabata
Maturure, president of the Nguboyenta Branch,
commented: “My spirit is full. | have seen the love of
the brothers and sisters in the temple, and this has
given me a picture of the eternities.”

Selections from the Book of Mormon: Another
Testament of Jesus Christ were released in Shona in
1989, followed later by the full book. Translations of
the Doctrine and Covenants and the Pearl of Great
Price were completed in 2007.

By 1992, drought in Zimbabwe had reached levels not
seen in 100 years. The Church responded with dona-
tions of food and clothing, which government leaders
gratefully accepted.

By the end of the decade, Church membership in
Zimbabwe exceeded 8,500, and the first stake (similar
to a diocese) was organized in Harare on Dec. 12, 1999.

From 2000 to 2016, Church membership in Zimbabwe
tripled to more than 27,000 in 71 congregations. On
April 3, 2016, Church President Thomas S. Monson
announced plans to build a temple in Harare. Ground
was broken on Dec. 12, 2020.

Today, over 46,000 Church members worship in 102
congregations across Zimbabwe. In recent years, local
members have helped rebuild after many natural



disasters. They contributed to building health clinics in
remote areas, funded school nutrition programs, and
taught self-reliance courses. Latter-day Saints follow
the teachings and example of Jesus Christ and offer
these services without regard to recipients’ faith or
Church membership.

The Harare Zimbabwe Temple will be the first temple
in the country, continuing the Church'’s long history of
building these sacred structures that allow members
to make sacred covenants with the Lord Jesus Christ.
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THE CHURCH
IN ZIMBABWE'

1937
First Church presence

49 600
Current membership

116
Number of congregations

69
Number of meetinghouses

"As of September 2025

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is a global church,
with more than 17 million members who gather in more than 31 000
congregations across 190 countries and territories.

We believe that the Church is a restoration of the Savior's original church
as established during his earthly ministry, led by prophets, apostles,
bishops, and others. Consistent with the pattern Christ set, there is no
professional clergy. Those called to senior leadership positions leave their
professional pursuits and consecrate themselves to serving the Savior
and ministering to his children.

Likewise, Church members volunteer their time to help sustain their local
congregations and to serve one another.

As Christians, members of the Church strive to follow the teachings and
example of Jesus Christ. Members are taught to provide for themselves
and their families in a self-reliant manner, to love and serve their
neighbors, to honour and obey the law, and to be active citizens of the
countries and communities in which they live.

The Church has a long presence in Africa since 1853, when its missionaries
first began arriving to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ. Today, more than
933 500 members worship in more than 2 900 congregations across all
parts of Africa.

Early Church presence in Zimbabwe began in the 1920s as immigrants
were baptized in what was then called Southern Rhodesia. They held
worship services in their homes and encouraged other locals to participate
in those services.

In 1963, the government of Zimbabwe formally recognized the Church in
the country. Elder James E. Faust, of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,
traveled to Zimbabwe and dedicated the country for preaching the Gospel.
Church membership grew steadily over the years, and today there are
over 49 000 members worshipping in more than 90 congregations.

In December 2020, ground was broken on the region’s first temple.
Construction followed soon after, with the temple projected to serve
thousands of Church members in the near future.



EDUCATION AND LEARNING

“The glory of God is intelligence, or, in other words, light and truth.”
(Doctrine and Covenants 93:36)

Since its organization in 1830, Church leaders have always
emphasized lifelong learning and obtaining as much
education as possible. As we become acquainted with truth
in good sources of all kinds, we are better prepared to work
in the world and serve in the kingdom of God. Members are
taught that education and literacy are the keys to personal
growth, living a self-reliant life, building strong families, and
making meaningful contributions to society.

CHURCH MILESTONES IN ZIMBABWE

South African
immigrants are baptized
in Southern Rhodesia and
begin holding worship
services in their homes.

The government gives
official recognition to
the Church.

HUMANITARIAN RELIEF

“...by small and simple things are great things brought to pass...”
(Alma 37:6)

There are two great commandments—first, that we
should love God, and second, that we should love

and serve each other. Church members try to follow

Jesus Christ's example of caring for the poor and those

in need. The humanitarian efforts of the Church offer
hope in the form of funds and volunteer service to millions
of people around the world who struggle with disease,
poverty, civil conflict, and despair. The Church provides
resources regardless of race, nationality, or religion.

The Zimbabwe Harare
Mission is created by
dividing the South Africa
Johannesburg Mission.
Itincludes Zimbabwe,
Zambia, and Malawi.

The Book of Mormon—
Another Testament
of Jesus Christ—is
translated into Shona
and published.
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First missionaries
arrive from
the Johannesburg
South Africa mission.

CHURCH CONGREGATIONS

Number in parentheses indicates multiple congregations

Arcturus Kwekwe
Bindura (9) Marondera (2)
Borrowdale Masvingo
Bulawayo (15) Mufakose
Chegutu Mutare (7)
Damafalls phase 3 (2) Penhalonga
Domboshawa, Goro-monzi Pumula
Gweru (6) Rusape
Harare (31) Tafara
Kadoma (3) Zvishavane
Kaguvi

CONTACT INFORMATION

Africa South Area Office of Church Communication
Johannesburg, South Africa

+27 (0)11 645 1500
africasouth-communication@ChurchofjesusChrist.org

The first Shona-speaking
congregation in
Southern Africa

is organized.

Ground is broken for
the first Church temple
in Zimbabwe—to be
built in Harare.

Elder James E. Faust, of
the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, dedicates the
land of Zimbabwe for the
preaching of the Gospel
on 25 October 1991.

ComeUntoChrist.org

newsroom.ChurchofjesusChrist.org

Learn more about the

Visit our global newsroom.
Church and our members.

© 2025 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
Africa South Area



	PD80063240_Harare Zimbabwe_Fact Sheet A4
	PD80063238 000_Harare Zimbabwe_Local History A4
	Local Country Fact Sheet - Zimbabwe 2025 ENG_FA no bleed

